




















SYNTAX. 87

RULE XIII.—Connectives.

A connective connects words or phrases, clauses,

sentences, or paragraphs.

RULE XIV.—Ellipsis.
Such words as weaken or encumlber a sentence

should he omitted ; "but none that are essential to

its harmony, correctness, perspicuity, or strength.

RULE XV.—GrENEBAL PEINCIPLES.

Every word should have the application, form,

and construction, that are sanctioned hy the "best

authority ; and all the parts of a sentence should

correspond to one another.

J.—Are these all the rules of syntax that you have ?

Mr. S.—These are all the leading rules. I have some

special rules subordinate to some of these, which I will

now present as notes.

NOTES TO RULE I.

1. Every nominative that is not independent, or in

apposition or predication with another, should be the

subject of a verb.

2. When a verb in the active yoice is followed by two

objects, the direct object should be made the subject

of the verb in the passive voice. * i

NOTES TO RULE II.

1. Every transitive verb in the active voice and every

preposition requires an object.

* See the examples under these and the following notes in my "Inductive

and Progressive English Grammar," pages 231-2-10.
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2. An intransitive verb does not admit an object, un-

less it is used transitively.

3. The object of a verb or preposition should not be

so far separated from it as to produce ambiguity or in-

elegance.

4. A verb that has two objects generally retains one

of them in the passive voice.

5. A verb in the active voice is sometimes followed

by a direct object and an indirect one, which is gen-

erally considered the object of a preposition under-

stood.

6. A verb sometimes appears to have two objects

when both words signify the same person or thing, and

one of them is therefore in apposition with the other.

7. Nouns denoting the time of an action or event,

repetition, duration, extent of space or distance, direc-

tion, the measure of quantity or quality, or of excess,

deficiency, or difference, are generally in the objective

case without a preposition expressed.

NOTES TO EULE III.

1. Every noun and pronoun in the possessive case

should have its proper form.

2. The sign of possession should be used immediately

before the name of the thing possessed, either expressed

or understood, and nowhere else.

3. When of with its object is equivalent in sense to

a possessive, that form should be used which the per-

spicuity and arrangement of the sentence, as well as

variety and euphony, require : a disagreeable repetition

of either should be avoided by a proper intermixture of

both, or by a different construction of the sentence.
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4. For the sake of euphony, we omit the apostrophic

s, but retain the apostrophe, in plural nouns ending

with s, and in some singular nouns ending with the

sound of s, especially in poetry, but not yery often in

prose, unless the following word begins with s,

NOTES TO EULE VI.

1. When a collective noun that is used as an ante-

cedent expresses many as one whole, it requires a singu-

lar pronoun ; but when it expresses many as individuals,

it requires a plural pronoun.

2. Two or more antecedents taken together require a

plural pronoun.

3. Two or more singular antecedents taken sepa-

rately require a singular pronoun.

4. "When antecedents or subjects that are taken to-

gether are in different persons, in making the pronoun

or verb agree with them in the plural number, we pre-

fer the second person to the third, and the first to either

or both of the other persons.

5. When antecedents that are taken separately are in

different genders, numbers, or persons, strict propriety

requires the pronoun to agree with each antecedent

separately.

6. Who is applied to persons, and to things personi-

fied ; and which, to things not personified.

7. That is applied to persons and things. It is pref-

erable to who or which when it is preceded by the inter-

rogative who, by antecedents representing persons and

things, by the adjective same, by a superlative, by an

unlimited antecedent before a restrictive clause, and

whenever the propriety of who or ivhich is doubtful.
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8. The connective pronouns, who, which, that, and

as, must agree with their antecedents in person, as well

as in gender and number, and verbs must agree with

them accordingly.

9. When the subject and the predicate nominative

are in different numbers or persons, and a pronoun is

made to agree with either of them as its antecedent, that

agreement must be preserved throughout the sentence.

10. The same antecedent must be represented by the

same pronoun in the different parts of a sentence.

11. Such pronouns as the sense requires should be

used, and be so placed as to prevent ambiguity or in-

elegance.

12. When the structure of the sentence will not allow

a pronoun to be so placed as to show clearly what it

represents, the antecedent should be repeated, or the

sentence should be differently constructed.

NOTES TO KULE VII.

1. An adjective denoting unity or plurality and the

noun to which it belongs must agree in number.

2. Such adjectives as the sense requires should be

used; and none that are not essential to the perspi-

cuity, strength, or harmony of the sentence.

3. Every adjective should be so placed as to show
clearly to what it belongs, and best promote the perspi-

cuity, strength, and elegance of the sentence.

4. Before a word beginning with a vowel sound

euphony requires an, and a before a word beginning

with a consonant sound.

5. An adjective should not be used for an adverb, nor

an adverb for an adjective.
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6. When the latter term of comparison excludes the

former, the comparative degree should be used. But
when the latter term of comparison includes the former,

the superlative should be used.

7. Double comparatives and superlatives should be

avoided.

8. Adjectives whose signification is not capable of

increase or diminution, do not admit comparative ter-

minations nor adverbs of degree.

NOTES TO RULE VIII.

1. When a collective noun that is used as a subject

expresses many as one whole, it requires a singular verb

;

but when it expresses many as individuals, the verb

must be plural.

2. A sentential subject or antecedent requires a sin-

gular verb or pronoun.

3. Two or more subjects taken together require a

plural verb.

4. Two or more singular subjects taken separately

require a singular verb.

5. When subjects that are taken separately are in

different numbers or persons, the verb must agree with

that which is placed nearest to it. But it is generally

better to use the verb or its auxiliary with each sub-

ject.

6. Two or more nouns that signify the same person

or thing can hardly be considered distinct subjects or

antecedents: they are only different names, titles, or

epithets, for the same subject or antecedent ; and there-

fore they require singular verbs and pronouns.

7. Every finite verb must have a subject.
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NOTES TO EULES IX AND X.

1. To, the sign of the infinitive, is omitted after bid,

let, make, see, hear, and feel, in the active voice, and

sometimes after behold, observe, perceive, dare, need,

have, and help.

2. After stop, leave off, commence, continue, keep,

abhor, avoid, forbear, and help, participles are generally

used instead of infinitives.

3. A participle should not have the construction of a

verb and that of a noun or adjective at the same time.

4. Every infinitive and every participle that is not

used abstractly should have its proper subject.

5. Every infinitive and every participle should have

its proper form and application: one should not be

used for the other, nor should either of them be used

where a finite verb or a noun would better express the

meaning.

6. We should be extremely careful to give the past

tense and the perfect participle the forms that are sanc-

tioned by the best authority, and never to use one of

them for the other.

7. An infinitive or participle that is used abstractly,

though it has no subject, generally retains its object,

and enough of the nature of a verb to have adverbs re-

lating to it.

8. An abstract infinitive does not relate to any sub-

ject, and sometimes an infinitive that has a subject

does not depend on a verb, noun, or adjective, or any

other word.

NOTES TO RULE XI.

1. Every preposition should express the relation in-

tended.
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2. No unnecessary preposition should be used, nor

should any preposition that the sense requires be

omitted.

3. A preposition should be placed so near the terms

of relation as to preyent ambiguity or inelegance.

NOTES TO EULE XII.

j.. Adyerbs should be so placed as to express the

meaning clearly and elegantly.

2. Double negatives should be avoided, unless we
mean to express an affirmation.

3. We should be careful to use such adverbs as the

sense requires, and such as are sanctioned by the best

authority.

NOTES TO EULE XIII.

1. Correlative connective should be properly adapted

to the words with which they are coupled ; as, Both

—

and, either—or, neither—nor, whether—or, though

—

yet, as—as, as—so, so—as, so—that, such—as, such

—that, else—than, other—than, and rather—than.

The latter word in each of these pairs is the proper

correlative of the former.

2. We should be careful to use such connectives as

the sense requires, and such as are sanctioned by the

best authority.

NOTES TO EULE XIV.

1. Before adjectives connected to others that describe

different persons or things having the same name, a or

the should be repeated, and so should a numeral. But

when such adjectives describe the same persons or

things, these words should not be repeated.
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2. The same expression should not be repeated in

such a manner as to produce monotony. But em-

phatic repetitions, properly used, are very elegant.

NOTES TO KTJLE XV.

1. Unauthorized innovations like the doubling of

the verb to le as an auxiliary in the passive voice,

as well as obsolete expressions, vulgarisms, puerilities,

slang phrases, barbarisms, and the solemn style in

familiar discourse, should be avoided.

2. The moods and tenses of verbs, their voices, and

their different forms, should be so used as to express

our thoughts correctly and elegantly.

3. In familiar discourse, we sometimes contract two

short words into one, by omitting some of the letters

for the sake of fluency and brevity. We say don't for

do not, doesn't for does not, isn't for is not, arn't for

are not, wasn't for was not, wern't for were not, haven't

for have not, hasn't for has not, hadn't for had not,

shan't for shall not, won't for will not, can't for can

not, couldn't for could not, wouldn't for would not, and

shouldn't for should not ; I'm for I am, he's for he is,

'tis for it is, we're for we are, I'll for I will, we'll for we

will, I've for I have, etc, In parsing such expressions,

supply what is omitted and parse the original words at

full length.

SENTENCES CORRECTED.

Mr. S.—I will now present you a few models for cor-

recting sentences, and show you how to apply the rules

and notes

:
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Them that he trusted betrayed him.

Them should be in the nominative case, because it is the

subject of the finite verb trusted; thus, " They that he trusted

betrayed him ; " according to Rule I.

Who do you see ?

Who should be in the objective case, because it is the object of

the verb do see ; thus, " Whom do you see ?
"—Rule II.

Every mans rights must be respected.

Mans is in the possessive case, and should therefore have the

proper form ; thus, " Every man's rights must be respected."

—

Note 1 to Rule III.

I see Mr. Brown, he that we visited last week.

He should be in the objective case, because it is in apposition

with Mr. Brown, the object of the verb see ; thus, "I see Mr.

Brown, him that we visited last week."—Rule IV.

Is it him ?

Him should be in the nominative case, because it is in predica-

tion with it, the subject of the finite verb is; thus, " Is it he ?
"

—Rule IV.

Me being young, they deceived me.

Me should be in the nominative case independent, because its

case depends on no other word ; thus, " I being young, they de-

ceived me."—Rule V.

The lion was in its den.

Its should be in the masculine gender, because its antecedent

lion is ; thus, " The lion was in his den."—Rule VI.

Every nation must govern themselves.

Themselves should be in the singular number, because its

antecedent nation is singular ; thus, ** Every nation must govern
itself."—Rule VI.
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Emma. Euth, or Phebe, left their books here.

Their should be in the singular number, because its antece-

dents, Emma, Ruth, and Phebe, are singular and are taken

separately ; thus, " Emma, Ruth, or Phebe, left her books here."

—

Note 3 to Rule VI.

The snow is three foot deep.

Foot should be plural to agree with the adjective three ; thus,
u The snow is three feet deep."—Note 1 to Rule VII.

When was you there ?

Was should be plural, because its subject you is plural ; thus,

" When were you there ?
"—Rule VIII.

Is Euth and Mary here ?

Is should be plural, because its subjects, Ruth and Mary, are

taken together ; thus, " Are Ruth and Mary here."—Note 3 to

Rule VIII.

James or Charles have torn my book.

Have torn should be singular, because its subjects, James and

Charles, are singular and are taken separately ; thus, " James or

Charles has torn my book."—Note 4 to Rule VIII *

SENTENCES TO BE CORRECTED.
EULE I.

Them that we cannot trust should be discharged.

John and me have finished our task. Thee can see

what has been done. Who broke this slate ? Him and
me. I am as much to blame as him. Why are they

better than us ?

* See my " Inductive and Progressive English Grammar," pages 260-263.
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NOTES TO EULE I.

1. My foes they are gone, and my friends they are

here. Friendship, what is it but a name ? 2. I was

offered fifty dollars. He was denied admittance.

RULE II.

They that have injured me I forgive. Who should I

meet but my old friend ? He that is idle and disobe-

dient punish or expel. Who did he speak to ?

NOTES TO EULE II.

1. I wrote to, and informed them of my misfortune.

I saw, and spoke to him. 2. He sat him down. Flee

thee away. 3. Whom did you buy that book of ? It

is a book which I am well pleased with. He spent,

every night, all his money.

NOTES TO EULE III.

1. *This is Henrys book. Our fathers house is

cur's. 2. Who was Cain's and Abel's mother ? Adam
was Cain, as well as Abel's father. Is this Ruth or

Mary's watch ? I left the cloth at Brown's, the tailor's.

3. This is my friend's uncle's farm. One of the

brothers of my wife is dead. 4. Ask no questions for

conscience's sake.

Why did I write ? what sin to me unknown
Dipped me in ink ?—my parents, or my own 1

* The number of each note that is violated is shown by a fii^re placed be

fore the examples.

5
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RULE IV.

Brown was killed, him that I mentioned before. I

have seen your cousins, they that were here last sum-

mer. It is me. It was not her ; it was him. Whom
do you think they are ? Who do you take them to be ?

Was it him or her ? Is it me ?

RULE V.

Us being poor, our friends neglected us. Him that

hath ears to hear, let him hear.

But him the chieftain of them all,

His sword hangs rusting on the wall.

RULE VI.

My horse broke its bridle. Don't rob the poor bird

of its young. Let every man attend to their own busi-

ness.

NOTES TO RULE VI.

1. We dispersed the mob and arrested their leader.

The committee disagreed in its sentiments. 2. Avoid

vanity and affectation : it renders its possessor ridicu-

lous. 3. Neither Ann nor Ida learned their lessons.

4. You and they, as well as I, have done our duty. 5.

Charles or Emma broke their slate. You or I must

relinquish our claim. 6. Our Father which art in

heaven. 7. We can learn from the men and the things

which we see. He is the best orator whom I have ever

heard. 8. I am verily a man who am a Jew. Are you

the girl that were here yesterday ? 9. You are a man
who loves his country, and who have always been true

and faithful. 10. If you help others, they will help



thee. 11. Set one shoe on both of my horses. 12. We
perceive the beauty of an object without considering

the cause of it.

NOTES TO EULE VII.

1. These kind of indulgences are very dangerous.

The wall is sixty rod long. 2. America is illustrious

for high trees and tall mountains. 3. He has a new
suit of clothes. They are faithful, kind, generous, and

honest. 4. A ounce of gold is worth more than an

hundred ounces of brass. 5. Speak loud and plain.

Use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often

infirmities. 6. Gold is heavier than any metal. The
sun is the largest of all the planets. She is the better

singer of the two. 7. He is the most noblest Roman
of them all. 8. He gave the fullest and most sincere

proof of the truest friendship.

RULE VIII.

We was slighted. Was you there? Was they in-

vited? A variety of pleasing objects charm the eye.

In piety and virtue consist the happiness of man. Thou
should love thy neighbor as thyself. Was there more

impostors than one ?

NOTES TO RULE VIII.

1. A large army were collected. The people elects

our officers. 2. Smoking and chewing tobacco are for-

bidden. 3. Ruth and Emma has recited. Was James

and Henry there? 4. He or she are to blame. Wis-

dom or folly govern us. To lie or to swear are im-

moral. 5. You or I are deceived. He or they are
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to blame. 6. Our Lord and Saviour were crucified be-

tween two thieves. 7. You are the boys whom I saw

here yesterday, and stole my apples.

NOTES TO RULES IX AND X.

1. You need not to go. Bid them to come in. 2.

Have you commenced to build your house ? Who can

forbear to admire their fidelity? 3. I could not help

admiring of them. Is such language becoming a Chris-

tian? 4. By reading good books our minds are im-

proved. It is my intention to do my duty. 5. I in-

tend paying all my debts. It is hard going against the

current. I believe him to be an impostor. 6. She

begun to read. He come here last week. The water is

froze and the glass is broke. The moon had rose.

NOTES TO EULE XL
1. It is founded in truth. He died with a fever.

He walks by a cane with moonlight. 2. He was ban-

ished England. Tell to me the truth. 3. I came with,

and went away without them. You can see how the

world goes, with half an eye.

NOTES TO RULE XII.

1. We should be always careful of our reputation. I

never have heard him use profane language. 2. No
man has never been so afflicted. I cannot, by no means,

give my consent. 3. Ask me never so much dowry.

NOTES TO RULE XIII.

1. Have you no other excuse but this ? He is neither

honest or capable. I am not either an orator nor a poet
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2. We will stay here while they return. I was afraid

lest I should give offense. I do not deny but I was

imprudent.

EULE XIV.

The more I read his poems, I like them better. We
pledge our lives, fortunes, and sacred honor. I have

seen the Eastern and Western continent. I caught a
'

large and small fish.

RULE XV.

I set in this chair and learn you grammar. He laid

on the bed and I sot by him. Can you grow wheat on

your farm ? He was awful wrathy, and he gave me a

terrible yank. He is as old, if not older than I am.

She is a better reader, but not so good a writer as

Emma.

NOTES TO RULE XV.

1. The bread is being baked. The meat is being

fried. See them birds. These are splendid peaches. 2.

It is sewn yery neatly. If he have earned his wages, I

will pay him. I will go to-morrow, unless it rains. I

intended to have gone yesterday. Such language hadn't

ought to be made use of. Our early history is lost

sight of. 3. I doesn't know. He don't care. She aint

here. They wasn't invited. I wan't there. IJaint he

been here ?
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CORRECTIONS OF FALSE
SYNTAX.

RULE I.

They that we cannot trust * John and /. Thou canst see.

He and I. As he. Than we f

NOTES TO RULE I.

1. My foes are gone, and my friends are here. What is friend-

ship but a name ? 2. Fifty dollars were offered me. Admittance

was denied him.

RULE II.

Them that have injured me I forgive. Whom should I meet ?

Him that is idle. To whom did he speak ?

NOTES TO RULE II.

1. I wrote to them. I saw him. 2. He sat down. Flee away.

3. Of whom did you buy that book? With which I am well

pleased. He spent ail his money every night.

NOTES TO RULE III.

1. Henry's book. Our father's house is ours. 2. Who was
Cain and Abel's mother? Adam was Cain's, as well as Abel's

father. Is this Ruth's or Mary's watch ? At Brown's, the tailor.

3. This farm belongs to my friend's uncle. One of my wife's

brothers is dead. 4. For conscience' sake. My parents', or my
own?

RULE IV.

He that I mentioned before. Them that were here. It is I.

It was not she ; it was he. WIw do you think they are ? Whom
do you take them to be ? Was it he or she t Is it I?

* In correcting these sentences I have carefully avoided the use of needless

words, and only taken enough of each example to make the correction clearly

understood. The student or teacher should supply what is omitted, and re-

peat the whole of each sentence properly corrected.
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RULE V.

We being poor. He that hath ears to hear. But he the chief-

tain of them all.

RULE VI.

His bridle. Her young. His own business.

NOTES TO RULE VI.

1. Its leader. In their sentiments. 2. They render their pos-

sessor ridiculous. 3. Her lessons. 4. Your duty. 5. Charles

broke his slate, or Emma broke hers. You must relinquish your

claim, or I must relinquish mine. 6. Our Father who art in

heaven. 7. The men and the things that we see. That I have

ever heard. 8. Who is a Jew. That was here. 9. And who has

always been true and faithful. 10. They will help you. 11. On
each of my horses. 12. Without considering the cause of its beauty.

NOTES TO RULE VII.

1. This kind of indulgences. Sixty rods long. 2. America is

famous for tall trees and high mountains. 3. He has a suit of

new clothes. They are faithful, honest, kind, and generous.

4. An ounce of gold is worth more than a hundred ounces of

brass. 5. Speak loudly and plainly. Thy frequent infirmities.

6. Gold is heavier than any other metaL The sun is larger than

any of the planets. She is the best singer of the two. 7. He is

the noblest Roman. 8. He gave a full and sincere proof of true

friendship.

RULE VIII.

We were slighted. Were you there? Were they invited?

Charms the eye. Consists. Thou shouldst love. Were there

more impostors?

NOTES TO RULE VIII.

1. Was collected. Elect. 3. Is forbidden. 3. Hare recited.

Were James and Henry there ? 4. 1% to blame. QowrnavA, Ts

immoral. 5. You are deceit ed, or 1 am. He is to blame, or tbey

are. G. Was crucified. 7. Whom I saw here yesterday, and who

stole my apples.
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NOTES TO RULES IX AND X.

1. You need not go. Bid tliem come in. 2. Have you com-

menced building t Who can forbear admiring their fidelity?

3. Admiring them. Becoming to a Christian? 4. By reading

good books we improve our minds. I intend to do my duty.

5. I intend to pay all my debts. It is hard to go against the cur-

rent. I believe that he is an impostor. 6. She began. He came.

Is frozen. Is broken. Had risen.

NOTES TO RULE XI.

4. It is founded on truth. Of a fever. He walks with a cane

by moonlight. • 2. He was banished from England. Tell me the

truth. 3. I came with them. You can see, with half an eye,

how the world goes.

NOTES TO RULE XII.

1. We should always be careful. I have never heard him.

2. No man has ever been so afflicted. I cannot, by any means, or

I can, by no means, give my consent. 3. Ask me ever so much
dowery.

NOTES TO RULE XIII.

1. Have you no other excuse than this? or no excuse but this?

He is neither honest nor capable. I am neither an orator nor a

poet. 2. We will stay here till they return. I was afraid that I

should give offense. I do not deny that I was imprudent.

RULE xrv.

The better I like them. Our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

The Eastern and the Western continent. A large fish and a
small one.

RULE XV.

I sit and teach. He lay on the bed, and I sat by him. Can
you raise wheat ? He was very angry, and he gave me a terrible

jerk. He is as old as I am, if not older. She is a better reader

than Emma, but not so good a writer.
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NOTES TO RULE XV.

1. The bread is baking. The meat is frying. Those birds.

Excellent peaches. 2. It is sewed. If he lias earned his wages.

Unless it rain. I intended to go. Such language ought not to be

used. We lose sight of our early history. 3. I don't know. He
doesn't care. She isn't here. They wern't invited. I wasn't

there. Hasn't he been here ?
*

* For further exercises in false syntax, and for exercises in analysis,

orthography, elocution, punctuation, versification, and the figures of speech,

see my " Inductive and Progressive English Grammar."
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Remember\ language is a gift divine :

In < U vou say, let truth and candor shine.

Ethereal fo>nis, O winged words

!

Swift couriers of air,

Carriers of thought, sweet singing birds,

What messages you bear

!


