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Aeronautical Radio Inc. 
Aeronautical enroute frequencies are used by airlines 
to manage their day to day operations. 

by Ed Muro 

Recently, when approaching Miami 
International, a business aircraft 
pi lot wishing to expedite a refuel­

ing stop, decided to call ahead to get 
things organized. He called the F.B.O. 
(Fixed Base Operator) on 132.000 MHz 
and advised the operator of his schedule. 
The refueling went as planned and the 
fli ght resumed without a hitch. 

About two weeks later, the pilot 
received "greetings" from the Federal 
Communications Commission, alleging 
that he was in violation of the 
Commissions rules for transmitting on a 
frequency that he was not assigned lo. 
"Well, certainly the FCC should know 
better than that," he muttered, "after all , 
they are the ones who issued my 
license." 

He quickly made a call to the local 
FCC field offi ce and discovered slight 
gaps in his radio knowledge. He learned 
that there are 128 VHF frequencies that 
sit in the middle of the VHF air band that 
are set aside for something other than air 
traffic control , advisory, search and res­
cue, or flight instruction. The FCC calls 
them "aeronautical enroute" frequencies. 
The airlines call then "company radio" 
frequencies and some people refer to 
them as "ARINC" frequencies. The last 
two terms are not official and cause end­
less confusion and misunderstanding. 

The aeronautical enroute freq uen­
cies start at 128.825 MHz and end at 
132.000 MHz. The band is divided into 
128 channels spaced 25 kHz apart. 
Additional channels were allocated a few 
years ago in the band from 136.500 
through 136.975. The strange part of this 
story is that the typical aircraft transceiv­
er can be programmed to all 128 of the 
ae ronautical enroute channels and yet 
there is no warning to the pilot that he 
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may be tuned to a frequency on which he 
is not authorized to operate. 

The task of the aircraft operator who 
wishes to become licensed to use the 
enroute frequencies is eased somewhat 
by the fact that almost all aeronautical 
enroute ground stations in the United 
States a re licensed to Aeronautical 
Radio, Inc. (ARINC). To reduce confu­
sion the FCC requires the aircraft rad io 
station applicant to obtain coordi nation 
from ARINC. 

Who needs to use these frequencies 
anyway? The airlines are the principal 
users and they use them to manage the 
myriad detai ls associated with their day­
to-day operations; however, they do not 
have exclusive use of them. The FCC 
requires the licensee o f aeronautical 
enroute stations to provide, without dis­
crimination, all necessary non-public 
service to any aircraft station licensee 
who has made appropriate arrangements 
(See 47 CFR 87.261). 

In the past several years some fixed­
base operators seeking relief from 
over-crowded advisory (UNICOM ) fre­
quencies have arranged through ARINC 
to have an aeronautical enroute station 
assigned for air-ground communications 
support of their operations. The set-up 
for an FCC violation is thereby created 
for the unsuspecting pilot who tunes to 
an aeronautical enroute frequency when 
contac ting such FBO's. 

Since ae ro nautical enroute stations 
are not provided by the government, the 
users must share in the financial liabili­
ties that arise. Aircraft operators making 
contact with enroute stations may expect 
to receive an invoice for services, such as 
relaying messages, rendered on a per-call 
basis if they do not have a service con­
tract. 
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Many ARINC stations are staffed by 
airlines or organizations such as the FBO 
mentioned earlier. Some of those organi­
zations have elected to absorb all radio 
station costs, provided that the communi­
cations pertain to the mutual activi ties of 
the aircraft operator calling the station 
and the organization staffing the station. 

As far as the Federal 
Communications Commission is con­
cerned, however, you e ither make the 
necessary application for authorization to 
use the frequencies or you keep off of 
them. Beware of that surprise greeting, 
te lling you that you have broken the rules 
by transmitting on an unauthorized fre­
quency. 

Aeronautical Radio, Inc. is dedicat­
ed to serving the communications needs 
of the air transport community. ARINC 
owns and operates a nationwide VHF 
air-ground-air communications network 
which provides communications service 
to aircraft operating over oceanic routes 
via long range HF and extended-range 
VHF from ARINC gateway stations. 
This furni shes inter-airl ine data commu­
nications via one of the largest private 
electronic message switching and pro­
cessing systems in existence. Through 
the prov ision of a nationwide private 
line, inter-ci ty network, ARINC has 
made it possible for aircraft operators 
and others closely associated with air 
transportation to satisfy their radio, tele­
phone, and data (ACARS) requirements 
economically. 

ARINC was organized in 1929, with 
the airlines being the principal owners 
and users. Since its earliest days, its ser­
vices have been extended to a ll aircraft 
operators, large or small , domestic or for­
eign, busi ness, private, or governmental. 
All are served on a not- for-profit basis 
with charges for service based on cost 
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distributed in proportion to use. 
What does this mean to the aircraft monitoring enthusiast? 

There is a whole gamut of communications to monitor outside 
of the normally associated air traffic control operations. The 
types of communications you might monitor on these frequen­
c ies would include fuel, weather, position reports and aircraft 
performance reports . There may be communications relating to 
onboard services and supplies, such as food and drink, and 
requests for services at the gate for persons with special needs. 
Pilots may also wish to communicate wi th their administrative 
bosses in regards to handling specific customers and they may 
wish to noti fy the ho me office of delays. In any event, moni­
toring these frequencies should give you an inside view of the 
operations of providing air service. 

TABLE A: 
ARINC VHF On-Ground Frequencies 
ARINC International Oceanic Service 

City Freq. City Freq. City Freq. 
ABQ ... ... 13 1.300 AMA ........ 131.650 ANC. ......... 129.400 
ACY .. .... 129.850 ATL .... . ... 129.450 BGM ....... .. 129.400 
BGR ...... 129.400 BHM ....... 130.200 BIL.. .. ...... . 131.800 
BOI ... .... 130.400 BOS ... ... .. 129.400 BNA ......... . 130.200 
BTM ..... . 131 .800 BTY ... . .... 129.400 

--~~ 

BUF .......... 129.400 
CHS. .... 129.450 CID ......... 129.450 CMH ...... .. 129.350 
CRW ..... 130.200 C PR ......... 130.400 CYG ..... ..... 129.350 
DCA ...... 129.450 DEN ......... 130.200 DFW .... ..... 131.650 

.. .. ..... ... .. 128.900 
DTW .. ... 129.400 EK0 ..... .... 130.400 ELP .... ... .. 128.900 
YYR 
ELY ....... 130.400 ESC .. ... .. .. 129.400 FAT .. ... .. .. 130.800 
FSD ...... . 13 1.800 GDT. ........ 130.700 - -

GEG ........ .. 131.800 
GJT ...... . 130.200 GRR ......... 129.400 GTF .. ........ 13 1.800 
TYS 
HRL .... .. 131 .650 !AD .. ... .. .. 130.425 !AH .. ..... .. 13 1.650 
ICT.. ...... 131.300 IDA .. ....... 130.400 IND .. ...... .129.350 
JAX ....... 13 1.1 75 .JFK. ....... 129.450 JNU ....... ... 129.400 

129.900 
LAX ...... 130.850 LGA ......... 129.350 LIT ..... .. .... 130.200 
MAF ..... 128.900 MCI ... .. ... . 131 .300 MFR .. ..... ... 129.850 
MIA .... . 13 1.1 75 MSP ... ...... 131.800 MSY ........ .. 13 1. 175 

130.700 
NAS .... .. 130.700 OKC ... ..... 131.650 OMA .. ..... .. 129.450 
ORD .. 129.35/ 129.4 ORF .. .. .. ... 129.45 PDT ..... ..... 130.450 

129.450 
-

PDX ...... 129.850 PHX .. .. .... 128.900 PIT .... .. ..... 129 .350 
RAP ...... 13 l.800 RDM .. ...... 130.400 RN0 .. .. ...... 130.400 
SAT .... ... 131.650 SEA ... .. .. .. 129.850 SFO ......... . 130.800 
TUL 
SJU ........ 130.700 SLC .. .. ... 130.400 SMX ... .... .. 130.850 

-
STL .. .. .. 13 1.650 TPA . ....... 131.1 75 TUS .. ...... .128.900 

ARINC also prov ides long-range HF radio service for 
international oceanic voice communications via centers locat­
ed in New York, San Francisco, and Honolul u. VHF radio 
stations are installed at select coastal locations in order to pro­
vide VHF service as far as possible into the oceanic areas as a 
supplement to the HF coverage. 

The HF service provided not on ly handles fl ight regularity 
messages (company business, known as the Central Office 
Dispatch Drop Service [CODD] and handled by the Long 
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Distance Operational Control Facili ties [LDOCFJ) but there is 
also a separate HF network that handles flight safety messages 
(air traffic service messages, handled on the Major World Air 
Route Area rad io-telephone network [MWARA]) within the 
oceanic area for which the Un ited States Federal Aviation 
Administration has air traffic control responsibility. 

Table B: HF (SSB) Ramp-Check Frequencies 
Airport ID HF Frequency Call SFO on VHF 

DFW 5574 kHz 128.900 MHz 

ORD 5574 kHz 129.350 MHz 

SEA 5574 kHz 129.850 MHz 

LAX 5574 kHz 130.800 MHz 

STL 5574 kHz. 13 1.650 MHz 

There are a lso unpublished phone numbers located in 
New York, San Francisco, and Honolulu where callers can call 
in to reach the CODD network. 

Over the Pacific the VHF frequency of 128.950 is used for 
air to air chit chat, while over the North Atlantic the frequency 
is 13 1.800. 

It has been reported that the frequency of 129.450 has 
been assigned by ARINC to United Parcel Service (UPS) for 
"company" communications with their aircraft. 

If you have never monitored ARINC it might provide you 
with hours of listening enjoyment. Feel free to drop me a line 
if you have any comments or transmission reports. I can be 
reached via the internet at: ny04 1ed@aol.com or by U.S. Mail 
at U.S.S .N . HQ. USSN 
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