C AMP LIFE
AND

T \f
, rTRICKS OF

W ?

| RAPPING



http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com



http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

THE LIBRARY
OF. ¥
THE UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA

PRESENTED BY
PROF.CHARLES A. KOFOID AND
MRS. PRUDENCE W. KOFOID


http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

g0
£ n
L

11


http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com



http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com



http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

.\\,m \
24

i



http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

CAMP LIFE IN THE WOODS

AND THE

TRICKS OF TRAPPING

AND

TRAP MAKING

CONTAINING

COMPREMENSIVE HINTS ON CAMP SHELTER, LOG HUTS, BARK SHANTIES, WOODLAND
BEDS AND BEDDING, BOAT AND CANOE BUILDING, AND VALUABLE SUGGES-
TIONS ON TRAPPERS’ FOOD, ETC. WITH EXTENDED CHAPTERS ON THE
TRAPPER’S ART, CONTAINING ALL THE ‘‘TRICKS” AND VALUABLE
BAIT RECIPES OF THE PROFESSION; FULL DIRECTIONS FOR
THE USE OF THE STEEL TRAP, AND FOR THE CONSTRUC-

TION OF TRAPS OF ALL KINDS; DETAILED INSTRUC-

TIONS FOR THE CAPTURE OF ALL FUR-BEARING
ANIMALS; VALUABLE RECIPES FOR THE
CURING AND TANNING OF FUR SKINS,

ETC., ETC.

BY

W. HAMILTON GIBSON

AUTHOR OF “ PASTORAL DAYS”

ILLUSTRATED BY THE AUTHOR

NEW YORK

HARPER & BROTHERS, FRANKLIN SQUARE
(Stereotyped by Fohn W. Lovell)

It


http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1881, by

W. HAMILTON GIBSON,

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress,' at Washington.

All rights reserved.


http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com

@)
N
)
W

TO
MY BELOVED FRIENDS,

MR. AND MRS. F. W. GUNN,
KIND INSTRUCTORS, AND PARTICIPANTS
IN THE
BRIGHTEST JOYS OF MY YOUTH,

THIS BOOK IS
AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED BY

The Author.

M3I2368

s s Calif «Digitized by Microsel


http://www.dawnapproaches.com
http://www.homesteadingsurvival.com



http://www.dawnapproaches.com

PREEACE

F all the various subjects in the catalogue of
sports and pastimes, there is none more sure
of arousing the enthusiasm of our American
boys generally, than that which forms the title
of this book. Traps and Trapping, togethez
with its kindred branches, always have been
and always wi// be subjects of great interest
among boys, and particularly so to those who

== live in the country.

It is a fact to be regretted that we have so few examples of

“ Boys’ Books ” publxshed in this country. There are afew
English works of this character, that are very excellent as far
as they go, but are nevertheless incomplete and unsatisfactory
to the wants of American boys, dwelling largely on sports which
are essentially English, and merely touching upon or utterly
excluding oz/er topics which are of the wzmost interest to boys
of this country. In no one of these books, so faras the author
of the present volume knows, is the subject of Traps consider-
ed to any fair extent, and those examples which are given,
represent only the most common and universal varieties already
known to the general public.




4 PREFACE.

With these facts in mind, the author has entered with zeal-
ous enthusiasm upon the preparation of a work which shall fill
this odd and neglected corner in literature, and judging from
the reminiscences of his own boyish experiences, he feels cer-
tain that in placing such a volume within reach of the public,
he supplies along felt want in the hearts of his boy-friends
throughout the land.

Far be it from us in the publication of this volume, to be un-
derstood as encouraging the wanton destruction of poor inno-
cent animals. Like all kindred sports, hunting and fishing for
example, the sport of Trapping may be perverted and carried to a
point where it becomes simple cruelty, as is @/wways the case when
pursued for the mere excifesnent it brings. I{ the poor victims
are to serve no use after their capture, either as food, or in the
furnishing of their plumage or skins for useful purposes, the
sport becomes heartless cruelty, and we do not wish to be un-
derstood as encouraging it under any such circumstances. In
its 7Zght sense trapping is a delightful, healthful, and legiti-
mate sport, and we commend it to all our boy-readers.

It shall be the object of the author to produce a thoroughly
practical volume, presenting as far as possible such examples
of the trap kind as any boy, with a moderate degree of ingenui-
ty, could easily construct, and furthermore to illustrate each
variety with the utmost plainness, supplemented with the most
detailed description.

With the exception of all “clap-trap.” our volume will em-
brace nearly every known example of the various devices used
for the capture of Bird, Beast, or Fowl, in all countries, simpli-
fying such as are impracticable on account of their complicated
structure, and modifying others to the peculiar adaptation of
the American Trapper.

Devices, which inflict cruelty and prolonged suffering, shall,
as far as possible, be excluded, as this is not a necessary quali-
fication in any trap, and should be guarded against wherever
possible. Following out the suggestion conveyed under the
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title of «“ The Trapper,” we shall present full and ample direc-
tions for baiting traps, selections of ground for setting, and
other hints concerning the trapping of all our principal game
and wild animals, valuable either as food or for their fur. In
short, our book shall form a complete trapper’s guide, embrac-
ing all necessary information on the subject, anticipating every
want, and furnishing the most complete and fully illustrated
volume on this subject ever presented to the public. In vain
did the author of this work, in his younger days, search the
book stores and libraries in the hopes of finding such a book,
and many are the traps and snares which necessity forced him
to invent and construct for himself, for want of just such a vol-
ume. Several of these original inventions will appear in the
present work for the first time in book form, and the author can
vouch for their excellence, and he might almost say, their infalli-
bility, for in their perfect state he has never yet found them to
“miss ” in a single instance.

As the writer’s mind wanders back to his boyish days, there
is one autumn in particular which shines out above all the rest;
and that was when his traps were first set and were the chief
source of his enjoyment. The adventurous excitement which
sped him on in those daily tramps through the woods, and the
buoyant, exhilarating effect of the exercise can be realized only
by those who have had the same experience. The hope of suc-
cess, the fears of disappointment, the continual suspense and
wonder which fill the mind of the young trapper, all combine to
invest this sport with a charm known to no other. Trapping
does not consist merely in the manufacture and setting of the
various traps. The study of the habits and peculiarities of the
different game—here becomes a matter of great importance;
and the study of natural history under these circumstances
affords a continual source of pleasure and profit.

Among the most useful, although the most cruel, of inven-
tions used by the professional trapper are the steel traps; so
much so that the author would gladly omit them. But as they
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are of such unfailing action, of such universal efficacy, and in
many cases are the only ones that can be used, any book on
trapping would certainly Le incomplete without them. The
scope of our volume not only embraces the arts of trapping and
trap-making, but extends further into the subject of the wild
life of a trapping campaign,—containing fuli directions for build-
ing log cabins, and shanties ; boats and canoes; hints on food
and cooking utensils ; also full directions for the curing and
tanning of fur skins,—in short, a complete repository of all use-
ful information pertaining to the life and wants of a professional
trapper.

In the preparation of the work no pains have been spared to
insure clearness in general directions, and every point which
would be likely to puzzle the reader has been specially covered
by separate illustration. In this particular it stands unique in
the list of boys’ books. Every difficulty has been anticipated,
and in every instance the illustrations will be found thoroughly
comprehensive and complete. That the care and thoroughness
which has been displayed throughout the work, and to which
its pages will bear witness, may meet with the appreciation and
enthusiastic approval of every boy-reader throughout the land,
is the most earnest hope of

THE AUTHOR.
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BOOK TI.
TRAPS FOR LARGE GAME.

OWEVER free our forests may be
from the lurking dangers of a tropical
. jungle, they nevertheless shelter a few
large and formidable beasts which are
legitimate and deserving subjects of the
Trapper’s Art. Chief among them are
o the Puma, or Cougar, Bear, Lynx, Wolf
and Wolverine.

Although commonly taken in steel
traps, as described respectively in a
later portion of this work, these animals are nevertheless often
captured by Deadfalls and other devices, which are well known
to the professional Trapper, and which serve excellently in
cases of emergency, or in the scarcity of steel traps.

THE DEAD-FALL.

There are several varieties of this trap, some of which are
described in other parts of this volume. In general construc-
tion they all bear a similarity, the methods of setting being
shightly changed to suit the various game desired for capture.
For large animals, and particularly the Bear, the trap is sprung
by the pressure of the animal’s foot, while reaching for the
bait. Select some favorite haunt of the Bear, and proceed to
construct a pen of large stakes. These should consist of
young trees, or straight branches, about three inches in diame-
ter, and should be of such a length as to reach a height of four
or five feet when set in the ground, this being the required
height of the pen. Its width should be about two and a half
or three feet ; its depth, four feet ; and the top should be roofed
over with cross pieces of timber, to prevent the bait from be.



8 TRAPS FOR LARGE GAME.

ing taken from above. A straight log, about eight inches in
diameter, and six feet in length should now be rolled against
the opening of the pen, and hemmed in by two upright posts,
one on each side, directly on a line with the sides of the enclo-
sure. Another log, or tree trunk, of the same diameter, and
about fifteen or twenty feet in length, should next be procured.
Having this in readiness, we will now proceed to the construc-
tion of the other pieces. In order to understand the ar-
rangement of these, we present a separate drawing of the parts

|

i

e

-

as they appear when the trap is set. (@), An upright post, is sup-
plied at the upper end with a notch, having its flat face on the
lower side. This post should be driven into the ground in the
left hand back corner of the pen, and should be three feet cr
more in height. Another post () of similar dimensions, is
provided with a notch at its upper end, the notch being re-
versed, 7. e., having its flat side #ppermost. This post should
be set in the ground, ou#sie of the pen, on the right hand side
and on a line with the first. A third post (¢), is provided with a
crotch on its upper end. This should be planted outside of the
pen on the right hand side, and on a line with the front. The
treadle piece consists of a forked branch, about three feet
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in length, supplied with a square board secured across its ends.
At the junction of the forks, an augur hole is bored, into which
a stiff stick about three feet in length is inserted. This is
shown at (). Two poles, (<) and (¢), should next be procured,
each about four feet in length. These complete the number of
pieces, and the trap may then be set. Pass the pole (¢) between
the stakes of the pen, laying one

end in the notch in the post (a), K

and holding the other beneath the 7
notch in the upright (). The sec-
ond pole (¢) should then be ad-
justed, one end being placed in
the crotch post (¢), and the other
caught beneath the projecting end
of the pole (&), as is fully illustra- ., 3 "
ted in the engraving. The dead- ¢ ' i o N
log should then be rested on the ~*%& i
front extremity of the pole last ad- =~ %" VR FFREN
justed, thus effecting an equilib-

rium.

The treadle-piece should now be placed in position over a
short stick of wood (f), with its platform raised in front, and the
uprigh{; stick at the back secured beneath the edge of the latch

ole (d).

J Th(e best bait consists of /oney, for which Bears have a re-
markable fondness. It may be placed on the ground at the
back part of the enclosure, or smeared on a piece of meat hung
at the end of the pen. The dead-log should now be weighted
by resting heavy timbers against its eclevated end, as seen in
the main drawing, after which the machine is ready for its
deadly work.

A Bear will never hesitate to risk his life where a feast of
honey is in view, and the odd arrangement of timbers has no
fears for him after that tempting bait has once been discovered.
Passing beneath the suspended log, his heavy paw encounters
the broad board on the treadle-piece, which immediately sinks
with his weight. The upright pole at the back of the treadle is
thus raised, forcing the latch-piece from the notch: this in turn
sets free the side pole, and the heavy log is released, falling
with a crushing weight over the back of hapless Bruin.

There are many other methods of setting the Dead-fall, sev-
eral of which appear in another section of this book. The
above is the one more commonly used for the capture of Bears,
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but the others are equally applicable and effective when cn-
larged to the proper size.

In South America and other countries, where Lions, Tigers,
Leopards, and Jaguars abound, these and other rude extempore
traps are almost the only ones used, and are always very suc-
cessful. The pit-fall often allures the Bengal Tiger to his de-
struction, and the Leopard often terminates his career at the
muzzle of a rifle baited as seen in our page illustration. A gun
thus arranged forms a most sure and deadly trap, and one which
may be easily extemporized at a few moments’ warning, in cases
of emergency. The Puma of our northern forests, although
by no means so terrible a foe as the Leopard, is still a blood- -
thirsty creature, and while he shuns the gaze of man with the
utmost fear, he is nevertheless constantly on the alert to spring
upon him unawares, either in an unguarded moment or during
sleep. = A hungry Puma, who excites suspicion by his stealthy
prowling and ominous growl, may easily be led to his destruction
at the muzzle of a gun, baited as we shall now describe.

THE GUN TRAP.

After a Puma has succeeded in capturing his prey, and has
satisfied his appetite by devouring a portion of its carcass, he
leaves the remainder for a second meal, and his early return to
a second banquet is almost a matter of certainty. Where such
a remnant of a bygone feast is found, the capture of the Cou-
gar is an easy matter. Any carcass left in a neighborhood
where Pumas are known to exist is sure to attract them, and
day after day its bulk will be found to decrease until the bones
only remain. By thus “baiting” a certain place and drawing
the Pumas thither, the way is paved for their most certain de-
struction. The gun-trap is very simply constructed, and may
be put in working order in a very few moments. The weapon
may be a rifle or shot-gun. In the latter case it should be heav-
ily loaded with buck-shot. The stock should be first firmly tied
to some tree, or secured in a stout crotch driven into the
ground, the barrel being similarly supported.

The gun should be about three feet from the ground, and
should be aimed at some near tree to avoid possible accident to
a chance passer-by within its range. The gun should then be
cocked, but not capped, due caution being always used, and the
cap adjusted the very last thing after the trap is baited and
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set. Where a rifle is used, the cartridge should not be insert-
ed until the last thing.

It is next necessary to cut a small sapling about a foot or twa
in length. Its diameter should allow it to fit snugly inside the
guard in front of the trigger, without springing the hammer.
Its other end should now be supported by a very slight crotch,
as shown in our illustration. Another sapling should next be
procured, its length being sufficient to reach from the muzzle of
the gun to the end of the first stick, and having a branch stub
or hook on one end. The other extremity should be attached
by a string to the tip of the first stick.

2 2! 5 '
A AT

Now take a portion of the carcass and draw it firmly over the
hook in the long stick. Prop the latter in such a position as
that the bait shall hang directly in front of the muzzle. The
crotch supporting the bait stick should be firmly implanted in
the ground in order to hold the bait from being drawn to either
side of the muzzle.

The gun-trap is now set, and its merits may be tested. Be-
fore adjusting the cap the pieces should be tried several times
to insure their perfect working. A slight pull on the bait from
the front will draw the short stick forward. This immediately
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acts on the trigger and causes the hammer to snap. Bya few
trials, the sticks can be arranged so as to spring the trigger
easily, and where a hair trigger is used, a mere touch on the
bait will suffice to discharge the gun. When all is found to
work perfectly, the trap should be surrounded by a rude pen of
sticks and branches, extending two or three feet beyond the
muzzle, in order to insure an approach directly in the aim of the
gun. The cap should now be placed on the nipple, after which
the deadly device may be left to do its certain work. The re-
maining portion of the carcass should be removed, and where
the locality is likely to be frequented by other hunters or trap-
pers, i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>